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 Collective Receives 
Approval for Third Community-

Owned Solar Garden 
by Staff Writers 

Carbondale CO (SPX) Aug 22, 2011 

Commissioners in Eagle 
County, Colorado have given 
their blessing to the Clean 
Energy Collective to build its 
third community-owned solar 
garden, 4,160 panels on 5 
acres of land in El Jebel, CO. 
When complete, the 1 MW 
"Tree Farm Array" will serve 
200 - 300 community 
members in Colorado's 
Roaring Fork and Vail 
valleys.  

In a program that's the first of 
its kind in the nation, the Clean Energy Collective model allows 
customers to reap the benefits of a community-based  
facility without having to build a system of their own.  

Community-based energy eliminates many barriers by opening the 
doorway to ownership to everyone with : property renters, 
non-profits, poorly-sighted properties and individuals of all incomes.  

Last month the CEC flipped the switch on its Garfield County Airport 
Solar Array, an 858 kW facility in Rifle, CO and the largest community-
owned solar array in the nation-producing over 1,500 MWh (1.5 GWh) of 
clean, renewable energy each year.  

The CEC's pilot facility, a 78 kW facility in El Jebel, CO, started producing 
clean power for community owners last September.  

Installed on a hillside bench that is shielded from view by cottonwood 
trees and other vegetation, the Tree Farm Array will add significantly to 
local utility Holy Cross Energy's  portfolio.  

Serving communities including Aspen, Vail, Glenwood Springs, 
Carbondale, Basalt and Rifle, Holy Cross is a leader among Colorado's 
22  distribution cooperatives in terms of installed capacity for 
renewable energy generation.  

With the CEC's first community solar garden selling out in a few weeks 
and more than a quarter of the Garfield County Airport Solar Array 
memberships sold since the June 14 opening, the CEC has proved that 
the community-owned, utility-scale model works.  

"They're built faster than large solar farms, installation and maintenance 
costs are still relatively cheap, and our structure allows members to 
receive all of the rebates and tax incentives of home-sited systems," 
explains CEC founder Paul Spencer.  

10  

 

-

.

 

 

 

Get  Our  Free  Newsle tters V ia Emai l 

...  your email address yes

Buy Advertising Editorial Enquiries

Download Google 
Chrome
A free browser that 
lets you do more of 
what you like on the 

web
www.google.com/chrome

Efficiency Energy
Save Money With 

Energy Efficient 
Rebates. Lists 
Available Online!
www.blackhillsenergy.com

Solar Farming 
Systems
Save Money. Reduce 
Your Impact. Free 
Solar Farm Evaluation!
SunLionEnergySystems.com

What is the 
average bill?
Free and quick 
comparison of your 
PG&E utility bills to 

similar homes
www.wattzon.com

Denver A/C Rebate
Coolerado air 
condititioners use 50-

90% less energy
www.coolerado.com/xcel-re…

Ads by Google   Solar Panels   Solar Energy   Solar PV   Solar Cost   1KW Solar 

Clean Energy

renewable energy

electric service

solar power

electric

SendRecommend 8 people recommend this. 

Page 1 of 3Clean Energy Collective Receives Approval for Third Community-Owned Solar Garden

9/12/2011http://www.solardaily.com/reports/Clean_Energy_Collective_Receives_Approval_for_Thi...



 
 

"You don't even need a roof to adopt clean energy today, and the 
paybacks are higher than ever - both for the environment and financially" 
Spencer added.  

Along with the addition of JP Morgan Chase as a  partner, the 
CEC is also close to announcing a major agreement that will export this 
model to several other states.  

 

 

10  

  

Related Links 
Clean Energy Collective 
All About Solar Energy at 
SolarDaily.com 

 

 

.Comment on this article via your Facebook, Yahoo, AOL, Hotmail login. 
 

Share this article via these popular social media networks 

 

 

Design win for 1MW solar 

power tower in India 
Haryana, India (SPX) Aug 18, 2011 

SunBorne selects Titan Tracker heliostat 

design for 1MW pilot solar power tower 
system in India. SunBorne Energy is 

developing a 1MW solar power tower system. 

This R and D project is jointly funded by 

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

(MNRE), Government of India, and SunBorne 

Energy. It involves the cooperation from international renowned solar 
experts such as Dr Yogi Goswami, Dr Manuel ... read more 
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